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Sun Power for Schools is a unique program 
that allows everyone to promote solar-
powered electricity and solar-powered 
lighting. Under the program, solar electric or 
solar lighting systems are installed at 
participating public schools on the Big Island, 
Maui, Molokai, Lanai, and Oahu. Solar 
lighting systems provide additional security 
lighting at no cost to the schools where they 
are installed. Schools with solar electric 
systems benefit by receiving a small amount of free electricity for their daily 
needs. 

Data is collected from the solar electric systems on the amount of solar 
energy available at their locations. The performance statistics are posted 
online at www.heco.com and can be used by teachers for classroom 
instruction.

Sun Power for Schools is made possible by a voluntary partnership between 
the HECO utilities (HECO, HELCO, and MECO), the State of Hawaii 
Department of Education, participating schools, and members of the 
community. 

To become a solar power partner, call (808) 543-7511 and ask that a Sun 
Power for Schools postage-paid reply card be mailed to you. You can write a 
check for a one-time contribution or contribute monthly when you pay your 
electric bill.

     

     

Before digging on your property determine the location of any underground 
power lines that may be in the work area. 

You can look for pad-mounted electrical equipment or handhole covers 
(small manhole covers), which indicate that underground lines exist. Or 
contact HELCO at 969-0311 to determine and mark the location of 
underground cables. Plan to give HELCO 72 hours notice for this free 
service.

You should also check with telephone, gas, and television cable companies 
before starting any excavation work.

When digging near underground lines, proceed cautiously, using hand-
digging methods. We recommend that you use non-metallic type tools.

If an underground power line is damaged during excavation, warn others to 
keep away and call HELCO at 969-6666. 

If you are excavating with a backhoe or other mechanical equipment and 
you damage an underground power line, remain on the equipment until it 
can be cleared from the power line. If you must get off the equipment due to 
another hazard, jump free from the equipment so that your body clears it 
before touching the ground.

Don't take the power of electricity for granted. Keep your eye out for 
electrical hazards and work safely.

     

Come and see Big Ben, HELCO's 
Toys for Tots train, at one of the Big 
Island's Christmas parades! 

This holiday season HELCO, together 
with the U.S. Marine Corps Toys for Tots Foundation, Hui Makai Motorcycle 
Club, Longs Drugs, and other Big Island contributors, will be distributing over 
7,000 new toys to less-fortunate keiki on the Big Island. 

Following are the dates of the Christmas parades on the Big Island. Check 
the newspaper for the exact time and location of your local parade.

   •  Hilo - November 26
   •  Waimea - December 3
   •  Kona - December 10
   •  Pahoa - December 10

HELCO thanks all who have contributed to the Toys for Tots program in the 
past and encourages your support. 

     
    

  

 

 
1 12-pound turkey
12 ti leaves
1 banana leaf
1/2 cup butter or margarine, 
    softened
3 tablespoons Hawaiian salt
2 teaspoons liquid smoke

  

     
Rinse and drain turkey. Line a large baking pan with foil. Wash ti leaves and 
banana leaf; remove fibrous part of the veins. Line baking pan with ti leaves 
radiating from center; place half of the banana leaf in bottom of pan. Place 
turkey on leaves. Rub remaining ingredients on inside and outside of turkey. 
Place remaining half of banana leaf over turkey; fold leaves around turkey. 
Crimp foil around turkey and cover pan tightly with additional foil. Roast in 
electric oven at 375° F for 6 hours. Shred turkey, adding enough of the pan 
liquid to moisten meat. Recipe makes 8 to 10 servings.
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