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Maui welcomes wind power
aui is now home to
the largest wind
farm in the state.

The new Kaheawa Wind Farm
became partially integrated
with our electric grid in early
June, with anticipated comple-
tion by early July.  

The wind farm is capable of
producing up to 30 megawatts
of power—roughly 10% of
Maui’s current power genera-
tion capability.  Using renew-
able energy, it displaces the fuel
oil that MECO would use to
produce that amount of power. 

Located on the south side of
the West Maui Mountains, on
the upper ridge over McGregor
Point, the wind farm consists of
20 1.5-megawatt General
Electric wind turbines, situated
in a row at an elevation ranging
from 1900 to 3000 feet.  

The Habitat Conservation
Plan developed for the site will
help protect and provide a net
benefit to the endangered

species that may be in the area.
Additionally, plans call for the
reintroduction of native plants
at the site.

Kaheawa Wind Power, LLC
built and is operating the
facility, which also includes an
operations and maintenance
building, communications
system, and electrical intercon-
nection facilities. We are

Get free hot wat er and sa ve!
Install a solar water heater; a typical family of four
can save $50 a month. You also get MECO’s $1000
rebate; a free, quality inspection; and state and
federal tax credits. Without a solar system, water
heating accounts for the greatest energy use in
most Hawaii homes. Call 1-888-MECO SUN
for a list of approved solar contractors.

Get cool!
Solar-powered attic fans, installed on your roof,
can draw hot air from your attic using free energy.
The fans keep heat buildup from radiating into

M

buying the electricity for distri-
bution to our customers.   

Wind power is the fastest
growing of all the renewable
energy resources available
today, and Maui has some of
the best wind regimes in
Hawaii.  At MECO, we
welcome this needed clean
energy source into our island’s
energy mix.

Useful t hings to do wit h summer sunshine 
your living space, thereby reducing or elimi-
nating the energy costs of mechanical cooling.
Some solar water heating contractors also
install attic fans. Kits are available at local
home improvement and solar supply houses.

Power up!
Use solar chargers and rechargeable batteries to
eliminate the cost of disposable batteries.
Portable, flexible, foldable solar chargers also
are available for charging cell phones, laptops,
global positioning systems, and other items in

Kaheawa Wind

Farm, situated

high above

McGregor Point,

is the largest wind

farm in the state.



RECIPE OF THE MONTH
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3 cans (6 ounces each) frozen guava juice base, thawed
2 tablespoons lemon juice
1 cup light cream
1 cup milk
1 cup sugar

Combine guava juice base and lemon juice. Add remaining
ingredients. Stir until sugar is dissolved. Freeze mixture in
electric ice cream freezer using 1 part salt to 8 parts ice.
Recipe makes 1 1/4 quarts.

remote campsites or areas without conven-
tional power. Plug-in chargers and batteries are
available locally at electronics and home
improvement stores. Solar chargers are avail-
able online. 

Light t he hibac hi at t he beach!
Use a solar lighter. It’s a pocket-sized, stainless
steel, curved (parabolic) mirror that concen-
trates the sun’s energy onto a twig or paper to
spark a flame. Large-scale parabolic mirrors are
being explored as producers of clean energy.
Search for “solar lighters” on the Internet.

Be mosq uito free!
A solar-powered, smaller-than-a-credit-card
device emits a high-frequency wave that repels
most species of mosquitoes. It’s available
online; search for “solar mosquito repellent.”

unshine really can produce energy—the energy
required to power an electric motor that will turn

the wheels of a toy solar vehicle fast enough to move it
down a 60-foot track within 20 seconds. That is what Iao
School students demonstrated May 12 at the Solar Sprint.

The students built their own vehicles, powered by a
single, small photovoltaic panel, and many not only met
the basic standards but also exceeded them by adding 12
ounces of weight to their vehicles to prove they could
travel the same 60 feet in 40 seconds.  

Educational programs such as the Solar Sprint, which
we cosponsor with the State of Hawaii Department of
Education, are part of our support of solar energy and our
efforts to help teach future scientists and engineers about

the use of renewable energy.

Iao School student Keoni Meanor (l)

and MECO’s Walter Enomoto (r) test

Keoni’s solar-powered vehicle at the

Solar Sprint. Iao School teacher

Glen Minami (standing) looks on.

Students
demonstrate 
the power of
sunshine 

“The Art of Garde

Manger” (food gar-

nishes and displays) is

the subject of a free

cooking class offered

by MECO at 6:00 p.m.
on Wednesday, July 26,
2006.

Bryan Ashlock,

Executive Chef at

Sheraton Maui Resort,

will demonstrate how to

carve various fruits and

vegetables for special occasions and holi-

day dining.  Chef Ashlock’s style blends

international vitality and flair with the

fresh natural products of the islands.  The

demonstrated items will be given away as

door prizes. 

The class will be held at the Maui

Electric Auditorium, 210 Kamehameha

Avenue, in Kahului.  For information call

Ruth Yamamura at 871-2323.

Summer cooking class

Chef Bryan A s h l o c k
will be the guest
demonstrator at
M E C O’s summer
cooking class.

MECO and Maui Community College’s Hawaii
Energy Test Lab are presenting a free class on solar
energy and energy conservation. Learn about choosing
a solar water heater, estimated savings, zero- and low-
interest loans, maintenance, and replacing an aging sys-
tem.The class will also cover efficient home appliances,
lighting, cooling, and more.

Choose a class near you and call toll-free 1-888-
MECO SUN (1-888-632-6786) to reserve a seat. All
classes are from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m.

Thursday, August 3
Kihei Community Center

Thursday, August 24 
Kahului (Maui Electric   
Auditorium)

Wednesday, September 13 
Pukalani (Multipurpose   
Room, next to the pool)

Monday, October 16 
Kahului (Maui Electric  
Auditorium)

Thursday, November 30
Lahaina Civic Center

S

FREE 
CLASS: Solar Hot Water &

Energy-Smart Living

G u ava Ice Crea m


