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Energy conservation and 
environmental education  
Hawaiian Electric, Maui Electric and 
Hawaii Electric Light companies have 
long recognized the importance of 
energy conservation and ef� ciency to 
reduce fossil fuel use and protect the 
environment.  

As an example, from 1996 – 2009, 
the tri-companies managed one of the 
nation’s most successful solar water 
heating programs that resulted in 
the installation of more than 50,000 
systems across Oahu, Maui county and 
Hawaii Island.  

Before the energy ef� ciency programs 
were transitioned to a third party 
administrator in July 2009, the utilities 
also helped customers install more than 
1.8 million compact � uorescent lights 
and more than 39,000 ENERGY STAR 
appliances.  These efforts extended to 
assisting business customers install 
energy ef� cient equipment using the 
latest technologies.   

All combined, these programs resulted 
in reducing electricity demand by 169 
megawatts (equal to a large power 
plant); avoided burning an average of 
1.6 million barrels of oil a year; and 
reduced emissions of carbon dioxide 
– a major greenhouse gas contributing 
to climate change – by 864,000 tons 
a year.

Taking the message to our 
communities

Throughout the year, Hawaiian Electric 
presents several signature events for 
the community to learn from experts 
on energy topics and the environment 
while enjoying local entertainment and 
activities.  

Hawaiian Electric celebrates Earth 
Day in April with the Grow Hawaiian 
Festival, an outdoor event focusing 
on climate change, clean energy and 
conservation as well as Hawaiian culture 
and the bene� ts of native plants.  
To kick off Energy Awareness Month 
in October, Hawaiian Electric hosts 
the Live Energy Lite fair with other 
utilities, business and organizations to 
encourage energy conservation and 
promote clean energy technologies.  

The popular Arbor Day Tree 
Giveaway in November is held at 
several sites including Hawaiian Electric 
facilities to highlight the role of 
trees in protecting the environment.  
Customers can choose one item from 
among a selection of fruit trees, native 
trees, shrubs or plants to take home.

Free educational materials 
available
  
To help 
customers 
manage 
their 
electricity 
use, Hawaiian 
Electric offers 
informational material online and 
through its customer service locations.  
The latest edition of Energy Tips & 
Choices features dozens of money-
saving tips to use electricity more 
ef� ciently and safely.  The 101 Ways 
to Save guide provides practical ways 

to conserve energy and care for the 
planet, while the Power to Save Energy 
Conservation Guide for Your Home 
offers helpful ideas to trim electricity 
use and manage utility bills.

Monitoring our progress
   
A commitment to sustainable 
operations and development is the 
foundation for Hawaiian Electric’s 
annual Corporate Sustainability 
Report, which highlights company 
programs, activities and initiatives that 
reduce the contributions to global 
warming from electricity production. 
The report also serves a purpose for 
the public to monitor the utilities’ 
progress. Hawaiian Electric prints only 
a limited amount on 100 percent 
post consumer waste material that is 
certi� ed by the Forest Stewardship 
Council. The reports may be 
downloaded at heco.com.

As part of a community bene� ts 
package, Hawaiian Electric committed 
to sharing a report to West Oahu 
residents that would outline plans 
for meeting the current and future 
electricity needs of the Leeward 
community.  In addition, the West 
Oahu reports cover community-based 
initiatives and programs that focus on 
preserving Hawaii’s unique beauty while 
strengthening communities and families. 
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